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Response to Comment Letter I82 

Patricia and Elliott Stuart 

February 19, 2014 

I82-1 The County of San Diego (County) agrees that the 

Proposed Project would result in the clearing of 

vegetation on each of the solar farm sites (which 

include Tierra del Sol and the gen-tie, Rugged, 

LanEast, and LanWest). However, the Proposed Project 

would not result in a total of 2,943 acres of land 

cleared. As described in Section 2.3 of the Draft 

Program Environmental Impact Report (DPEIR), the 

combined impacts of Tierra del Sol, the Tierra del Sol 

gen-tie, and Rugged would be approximately 945 acres. 

Direct impacts on the LanEast and LanWest sites could 

total an additional 288 acres, although impacts would 

likely be less due to the avoidance of all Resource 

Protection Ordinance areas, including wetlands and 

oaks (Quercus sp.). Therefore, the Proposed Project 

would not exceed 1,233 acres of direct impacts to 

vegetation communities.  

I82-2 The County acknowledges the commenters’ concern 

related to groundwater. Several studies have been 

prepared that analyzed groundwater for purposes of 

the Proposed Project; please refer to Appendices 3.1.5-

5, 3.1.5-6, 3.1.5-7, and 3.1.5-8. Also, please refer to 

Section 3.1.5.3.1, Hydrology and Drainage Patterns, 

and Section 3.1.5.3.4, Groundwater Resources, of the 
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DPEIR. These sections consider and address potential 

impacts to water quality due to erosion and potential 

impacts to groundwater recharge.  

I82-3 The Proposed Project sites have a land use designation 

of RL80 (Rural Lands) and are zoned A70 (Limited 

Agricultural Use), A72 (General Agricultural Use), 

and S92 (General Rural Use) (DPEIR, Sections 

2.5.1.3, 2.5.1.4, 2.5.1.5, and 2.5.1.6). The DPEIR 

determined that the proposed solar farm use is 

consistent with this land use designation, as well as 

with the zoning classifications as a civic use type and 

major impact services and utilities use type with the 

approval of a Major Use Permit (DPEIR Section 

2.5.3.1) The Proposed Project sites are not zoned 

industrial, and do not require such zoning to 

accommodate the Proposed Project. The commenters’ 

disagreement with the County’s purported 

“industrialization of Boulevard” through previous 

changes in zoning or the Boulevard Subregional Plan 

has no bearing on the Proposed Project’s potential 

impacts with regard to land use and planning, as the 

Proposed Project will be consistent with the County 

Zoning Ordinance and the Boulevard Subregional Plan 

(County of San Diego 2013).  

 The remainder of the comment does not raise an 

environmental issue for which a response is required. 

However, the commenters’ opposition to the Proposed 

Project and their opinions with regard to the County’s 
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responsibilities will be provided in the Final Program 

Environmental Impact Report (FPEIR) for review and 

consideration by the decision makers. 

I82-4 The County acknowledges the commenters’ concern 

with fire risk in the Boulevard area and fire hazards 

associated with the Proposed Project. Please refer to the 

responses to comments I2-2 and O10-82. 

 The information in this comment letter will be 

provided in the FPEIR for review and consideration by 

the decision makers. 

I82-5 Fugitive dust impacts are analyzed in Section 2.2.3.2 of 

the DPEIR. Particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5) 

emissions were estimated for the Proposed Project and 

project design features have been identified to reduce 

impacts related to fugitive dust emissions. See also the 

responses to comment I27-2 regarding fugitive dust 

issues and mitigation.  

 The commenters believe that dust storms and 

evaporation of groundwater will occur due to heating 

effects of the solar panels. See the response to 

comment I1-1. Accordingly, the County does not 

agree that heating of the ground surface would occur 

and create dust storms. As indicated in Section 3.1.5 

of the DPEIR, depth to groundwater varies from tens 

to hundreds of feet below the ground surface. At these 

depths, heating at the surface would not cause 
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groundwater to evaporate. See DPEIR Section 

3.1.5.3.4. Groundwater. 

I82-6 The issues raised in this comment related to water use 

by the Proposed Project were considered and 

addressed in Chapters 3.1.5, Hydrology and Water 

Quality, and 3.1.9, Utilities, of the DPEIR. See also 

common response WR1 and WR2. The County 

acknowledges the information provided by the 

commenters regarding the current water shortages in 

California. The information in this comment letter will 

be provided in the FPEIR for review and consideration 

by the decision makers. 

I82-7 The County acknowledges the commenters’ support 

for a distributed-energy-generation alternative and 

underground gen-tie line. A distributed-generation 

alternative was considered but rejected for reasons as 

stated in Section 4.2 of the DPEIR; see common 

response ALT2. An underground Tierra del Sol gen-tie 

is considered in both Alternative 3 and Alternative 4 

(see Section 4.3 of the DPEIR). As discussed in the 

DPEIR, an entirely underground gen-tie line would 

reduce visual impacts resulting from the Proposed 

Project; however, impacts to other resources such as 

air quality, biology, and cultural resources would be 

increased by the additional excavation and trenching 

activities required. Therefore, an underground gen-tie 

line is not recommended as the environmentally 
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superior alternative. Additionally, in regard to the 

comment that refers to the “Los Robles proposed site,” 

the County does not agree that Los Robles is a 

proposed site, but rather that it is considered as an 

alternative site in the DPEIR. The gen-tie line that is 

considered for the Los Robles alternative would be 

entirely underground.  

 The decision makers will consider all information in 

the FPEIR and related documents before making a 

decision on the Proposed Project.  
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